
April 2008

An Open Letter from the WPA Board of Directors:

At the request of several industry members, the WPA Executive Committee and Board 
of Directors recently met and thoughtfully considered options to annually come together 
in a single, united and cohesive pistachio conference. Two separate events with similar 
names this year resulted in a duplication of efforts, excessive expense for growers and 
exhibitors and undue confusion with our industry partners and the media. 

One of these requests was a March 19 proposal letter from Paramount Farms offering 
the WPA participation in and sharing of costs for a joint Monterey annual meeting they 
have planned for March 2009. The WPA’s response stated in summary that our primary 
obligation in holding an industry event is to our members, but we encourage sponsorship 
and participation by non-member growers, processors and others. 

We were pleased a diverse variety of attendees in all these categories, including Paramount 
employees and growers, accepted our invitation this year. Our primary goal was, and is, 
to impress upon both current and potential members that an investment in the WPA and 
its programs is a wise one. We also asked Paramount to join the Association, support 
our processor check-off program and encourage their growers to become members. 
Many of them already have, and we hope this option will be considered to move our 
industry forward in a positive, productive manner. A united industry speaking with one 
voice will strengthen representation for the benefit all U.S. pistachio growers. 

As a voluntary organization, our objective is to increase and retain our membership by 
listening to and carefully considering their expressed priorities. Without exception, the 
venue feedback received after our recent U.S. Pistachio Industry Conference in Santa 
Barbara was extremely positive. With this in mind, we will return February 16-18, 2009 
for our second annual event. Once again, all pistachio industry members will be invited 
and welcome.

The WPA Board strongly encourages those who have not yet become members to lend 
their support and further increase the representation and credibility of this important 
grower organization. Join us, get involved, and let your voice be heard. Please call our 
Fresno office with any questions or comments.

Sincerely,     
       

Michael T. Woolf     Richard Matoian
Chairman, Board of Directors   Executive Director
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WESTERN PISTACHIO ASSOCIATION
               2007/08 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
     CROP YEAR: SEPTEMBER 1, 2007 - AUGUST 31, 2008

Name_________________________________  Company____________________________________

Mailing Address _________________________________________________________________

   _________________________________________________________________

Phone________________________________                  Fax__________________________________

E-mail_____________________________________________________________________________
  We would like to begin conducting many communications by e-mail, so please provide your e-mail address.

Membership Type: 

q   Grower  Member – Non-bearing Acres
       $5 per acre    
    

       Number of Non-bearing Acres________________ x $5 = $__________________

q   Grower  Member – Assessment (Non-participating Processor)
       1.75 cents per pound, dry inshell 
    

       Number of Pounds________________ x .0175 = $__________________

q   Processor Member (if no Grower assessment paid) - Pounds Processed ________________  
$1,000  Under 5 million pounds 
$2,000 5 - 10 million pounds 
$3,000 Over 10 million pounds 

      
q  Associate Member 
      $500    Type of Business_____________________________________________
     

Amount Enclosed:  $__________________

Payment Information:   Western Pistachio Association
    516 W. Shaw Avenue, Suite 200 
    Fresno, CA 93704 

        
If you have questions, please call (559) 221-2584.

                                           THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING WPA AND YOUR INDUSTRY!
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